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imposing framework consisting of a preface, an appendix
called The Revolutionist's Handbook, and a final display
of aphoristic fireworks. The effect was so vertiginous,
apparently, that nobody noticed the new religion in the
centre of the intellectual whirlpool/
The famous Hell Scene one might recognize as the first
distant boom of the ice cracking in the mountains above,
signal of some colossal avalanche some day to descend from
those heights of Shavian philosophy, as indeed it did twenty
years later as the glacial Back to Methuselah.
(13)             JOHN BULL'S OTHER ISLAND
Written in 1904. First production by Vedrenne and Barker at
the Royal Court Theatre, London, on ist November 1904. First
American production by Arnold Daly at the Garrick Theatre, New
York, on loth October 1905,
Among the First Players.
In England, Louis Calvert played Tom Broadbent; Granville-
Barker, Peter Keegan; Nigel Playfair, Hodson; and Graham Browne
(Marie Tempest's husband), Patsy. Lillah McCarthy succeeded
Ellen O?Malley as Nora, the first of her many Shavian parts.
In America Arnold Daly played the part of Larry Doyle.
*John Bull's Other Isknd was written at the request of Mn
William Butler Yeats, as a patriotic contribution to the repertory of
the Irish Literary Theatre. Like most people who have asked me
to write plays, Mr. Yeats got rather more than he bargained for.'
G. B. S.
Quite beyond the resources of Dublin's newly formed
Abbey Theatre, Shaw's * patriotic' contribution was also
preposterously at discord with the neo-Gaelic Movement
that Yeats and Co. made it their business to cultivate. Far
from being pigeon-holed, however, this piece of Abbey
Theatre potential poison soon served as most timely meat
for the Royal Court Theatre in London. . There it was an
immediate success* As such, the play not only gave a
flying start to the adventurous Messrs* Vedrenne and
Barker who were to manage the little theatre in Sloane
Square, S.W., with many more ups and downs for three
auspicious years; it also went far towards making this new